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MD! 4, 
Dangerous Voracss 
Of that renowned Engli ih Kaigkt 85 


dir John Mandeville. 


Wherein 

ic gives an Account of Remote dans 
Countries, Rivers; Caſtles, and Giants of a 

prodigious Height and Strength, Together 
with the People called © iganies,, very ſmall 

and of a low Stature, 

To which 1s added, N 
a Account of pee of odd Deformities, ſome dl 
out Heads. Alſo dark inchanted Wilderneſſes, 
wing ate fiery Dragons, Griffins, and many won- 
derfu!. Beaſts of Prey, in the. Country of Preſtet- 

1 Am. — Al very delightful to the Reades, 
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CHAP: 773 bogs of by 
Ot Sir JOHN MANDEVILLE" Travels i he is 


Holy: Land. * Ch 


| SIR Joun MANDEVILLE, Kut. born ee ned | 
1 Old. Town of St. Albans, ſet forward: to tra” WW id 
vel on Michaelmas-day, 1732, to the Holy- Wn; h 
Land, and the countries I paſſed thro'?! ſhal give. Podire 
An bun of, as followeth : ges « 
NM, In my way to Jeruſalem T pally ihe he. 


Almait, Hungary, and by the-caftle' of Nurbuje, 
and To on to the Trone, by the Damibe. I 1 55 


1 paſſed on to Belzrave, and entere( into IN land 

of Brußes; and there paſt a bridge of ſtone, oer N 
the river of Merack, and ſo kHrdugh Penſeras,” to 
, Greece, to the city of Stermeſſe, zun To to Con- 2. 
ONT, "WOO *belore' St. See chürch, | 
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of 


a 


the image of Juſtinian the emperor, fitting on 
ſorſeback, crowned, and formerly” held an appte 
in his hand. 


rom thence I raſled through Turkey, to the 


. which is a mile and a half from "Nika, from 
LY I took my paſſage to ſeveral iſlands, where 
beheld wonderful and firange cuſtoms, as men 
hunting with pampeons like leopards, catching wild 
taſfts quicker than hounds. 

+ From, thence I paſſed on the Hietulalit, where 
{ft J went on pilgrimage unto the church where 
he holy Na is, Which was without the walls, 
"mn the North-fide, but is now incloſed within the 
tall of the town. 

The church is a fair ſtrucure, covered with it.” 
jith a fair and ſtrong tower on the Weſt-ſide, 
xr bells. In the middle is a tabernacle, rich! 

1 with gold and azure, &c. and on the right- 


6 « Chriſt; and\within, on the right- ſide of mount 
alvarys Where he was crucified, the croſs was 
bed in a mortis on the rock. In- this mortis, it 


nd here alſo is-an altar, before which lie interr'd... 
odfrey de Bulogn, Baldwin, aud other "Fas 
ags of On | 
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1 of Nika, and paſſed through the gate of Che- 


ice is the {cpulchre of our Lord and Saviour Je- 


ſaid, Adam's head was found after the food. 


n 


Ot the fair Lady, Sens Fils En cnairall ab 
Hawk. but 


-OTIEL to / fatisfy that curioſity which my fancy Pros 


led me to, I travelled on till I came to a coun 
try wherein ſtands the caſtle of Cyprus. There ! whe! 
- beheld a curious Uawke ſitting on a porch, and 


za beautiful lady of Fairyland keeping &: And tis But 
reported be that will watch ſeven days and feen fe 
-riights, Without company or fleep, this charming Earn 
lady will come to him at the end of the aſoregia the! 
tim, and grant him the richeſt of worldly thing gant 
he ſhall crave; and hath often been proved. long 


Fiſt, A worthy man, the noble king of Ar 
-mony, watched on a certain time, and at the en: 
-of ſeven days, the lady accordingly came th hin; 
and bid him ask what he liked, and it ſhould be 
granted, for had done his duty. He anſwered, I oe 
am à king of much power, flouriſhing in gr= 
peace . and plenty, and valve nothing equal unt 
Jour love. Her anſwer was, He asked fooliſh! 
for ſhe was not of this world, ſo he could ne 
-kave his deſite. Moreover, che ſaid, She'd gran 
three things to all that eame after, do ever fine 
" the kings of Armony have been vexed with con 
:tinua] Mar. 

After this came a poor man's fon, and defir 
of the lady be might grow rich in merchandise 
She granted his requeſt, and he grew ſo rich, 
He knew not the thouſandth part of his treaſure 
But ſhe bid him be carefu}, leſt the mu ther 0 
Ot prove his 3 | | 
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Then: came a knight templer, who having per- 
jormed- the task, af the lady to have a 


purſe of gold, Which ſhould be induced with that 
quality, ill as he took out of- the ſame, it 


might be afreſh repleniſhed. , She granted his wiſh, _ | 


but told him, He had wked that which would 
prove his undoi g. TS 75 
This place boundeth near the land of - 'Chaldee, 


where the men are proper, and of fine complections, 


their cloaths richly beſet with rubies and gold. 

But for the women, they are ſhort, and very hard- 
favoured, and go for the moſt part bare-ſooted, their 
garments poor, and fo ſhort, that it comes but do 


the middle of their thighs, yet their ſleeves ſo extrava- 


gant long, that they hang to their toes; their hair 
long and black. But I'd beſt leave off deſcribing it, 
teſt 1 meet with ſome affronts for my labour, 


Of 4 a Wha Soft of People, UE ve but one 
'Foet, but Are a for Rui ing. 


Fon thence I came to the Jand of Echiope, | 


re I beheld many ſtrange things. In this 
land the people are exceeding black. Beſides here 
is a well, whoſe water is ſo cold in the day, as no 
man dare drink it, and. ſo hot »n the night, nd om 
cannot bear your finger in the ſame. 


There is ſtill one thing remarkable wi this Is, | 


for there are a ſort of men as have but one foot, yet 
ſo ſwift as to exceed the deer in running. I his 


foot is ſo large in compaſs, as when are mind- 


ed to reſt, lying on their backs, 3 


from the heat of the ſun, W ia 
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When their elüldren come firſt into the world, of 
they ate of a ruſſet complection, but as they grow rel 
uß they turn perſect black One of the wiſe men w. 
who ſought for our Lord i in nen was 2 of ho 


this country. Wa. 7 
l 
| $+SSS4+$+>+>++++++++++# —— of 
eee eee IV. 
tf Jndis where are Eels thirty feet long, and other 
remarkable Wonders. | 


Tx India there are many kingdoms and countries. 
Through the body of all runs a mighty Hver cal- 
led India, from whence country derives, its name, I” 

in which are Eels thirty feet in length, and the men W f. 
pg — 5 fih thefe are of different colours, WM W 
. Vel low, Blue, c. I paſſed through 
any 9 in India; ; and came to the Ne of Her- 
mes, where merchants of Genoa and Venice have 
their commerce for rich merchandize. And it is fo 

Warm in this iſland that mens members. down unto WW th 
"T1 


them by ty ie them up. In the heat of the day the F 
men and women tay themſebves under water. And 15 
the women are not aſlamed to appear naked befpre N 
the i ass a bee 8 
From atio 1 came to the iſland of Lana, and 4 
here they worſhip images according to their own i- 
maginations. In this iſland are ſtrange and won- 
„Gerſul rats, Who far exceed the talleft hounds j and | 
8 "they: „hunt theſe rats n ene in can 
catce conquer them. ty 22 T1Wt. oi 
From 'thunce'l: vated! to Tzombe, whore went 
through a | foreſt callee Tombar, which, in length, 
was e rf here there gtewy abuoidance 
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world, 4 i pepper and other Aly Pp the end 2 = | 
ja Si ' 0 at Ode of 
2 e a . "whole NAG variable every .. 
ng of ho oF the day, tete — N ſpices and 
10 rich odours, and w dri this, wat 
| times is Tured $f all di 1 19 1 "They call it, N 
o+ ++ of youth. I dtank there ale and believe = 
better ſoc — aber wat 950150 Mee 
In chistrouhtry they worſhip! an ox for his ſim- 
other plicity Whoſe dutig und utine they preſerve in fibe 
 veſlets of gold, and preſent'it'to'the king, Who puts 
his hand" into ls anch andints his breaſt; and fore- 
 headg' Aying T'ath kiotiſted with the virtue of the 
08:4! And after him the chief of the nobility” do the 
Uke, foklong as ahy isc left. The "idols they" coh- . 
ſtantiy worthip are half men and half ox; before 
whom they often lay ther children, b y way of fa- 
crifice. And when" a man dies, they burn him 
in token of penanee; and if be leaves 125 child ren, 
they burn his Wife with bim, laying, e 


bear him company in the next world, as 
his rnit ee on. OM Cem 
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* Sas OHA Pew 74 6, 
of ee of Lemory, where ba i 20 1 niked, e 


2 and of their ſtrange manners. | 
Fron thence, after ſiſty days journey, 1 came T 
a to. the ĩsle of Lemory, Where the men and wo- king 
men 80 naked, and glory in the ſame, for they 
make a ſcoff at thoſe who appear in any apparel, for 
_ their" argument is, that God made Adam and Eve 
both naked, and why, ſhould they be aſhamed of 
what God made? No Perſons marry, but they're 
all W . and they ſay, That God ordained A- 
. dam and Eve to encteaſe, multiply, and repleniſh. 
_ the _carth. .,.No. man can ſay there, This is, my 
Wife, nor a woman ſay, This is my husband. 1522 
-. . Likewiſe the riches of this country is ag common 
0 each other as themſelves, and tho! they've ſſore 
of corn and other dainties, yet their chief food is 
man's fleſh. —— Children from other countries are 
brought thither as merchandize to be fold. . And 
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thoſe that are fat and plump are killed like pigs, MI In 

for ſtately banqueting. Thoſe that are Jean, they ous ſt 
fſatten and killals, year” 
And near to this isde is anstber, the people being time 
- of excellent carriage, e, and good manners, whoſe ho- reſt - } 

: - bility are marked in the face with burning irons, , as the-li 
they may be diſtinpunſhed ſrom others, as being, in know 


their own eſteem, the moſt worthy of any. —They 
have a perpetual war with the aforcfand naked men prince 


ntinuall | 5 | upon 
An * 56 6 8 . 5 2 * placet 
ct Ln #5498 enemi 
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king thereof has ſeven kings under bim, and fo 


time the inhabitants take what they pleaſe, and te 


| C H A P. VI. 12 | 
Ol the golden palace of the King of Java. 
T*HEN I travelled to the island of Jays, a place 


| abounding with all manner of ſpices. The 


wealthy he is, that the ſtairs and floors of his pa- 
lace are covered with maſſy gold and ſilver; and the _, 
walls with the fame, On which there are written 
ancient ftories of renowned knights, and valiant men 
HHH HS ++ ++ ++ +++ 
e 
Of the Kingdom and Wonders of Telonoch. 
"HEN 1 travelled by ſea to the land of Telo- 
noch; the king thereof has as many wives as 
he pleaſes, and never lies but once with each woman. 
In this land is a miraculous wonder, ſor the vati- 
ous forts of fiſhes that breed in the ſea, come once a- 
year to land; and lie - there three days, in which? 


OO 06 9 2 — 


reſt return. Then comes another ſort, and does 
the-like, till all have taken their turns; and no ,L, 
knoweth the reaſon, except it be i they ſay, theß 
come to worſhip their king. Who is a \mighty _. 
prince, and has at his command 14, co elephants, 


upon whoſe backs, when' he goeth forth to ficht, Ie 


Dacerk mighey caſtles, "whereby he conqu 
enemies Fon ae cl 
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CHAP. VU. 2a] 

Of a hlopdy kind of People who delight in drinking 


luman Go ore. 
TOT ſar tom e! is an island called 
konet, a place inhabited by a wicked ki 


geople, whoſe deli ht is in Slay hter of „de 
8 blood 25 y Trl with 74 much . il husb 


Var. 
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"milirders.” And if two happen to be at variance, be- priet 
fore they can be friends OY, muſt drink of each e o-M ther 


| ALAS elſe it's of no effect, cut 


he 55 accounted moſt famous who commits mo, for | 


7 "16 19-1 "CH A? 1 2446 Al 1 
. Of People that haye Heads K like . 1 


12 IH EN I trayeiled. .to the 155 of Macumefac; fiſh 
Where the men and women have heads, like the 
"hounds, and for, their god they pets the ox. 11 
They ate hardy men to fight, and with a largetar MW hou 
get they cover their bodies, having a ſpear in their no 1 
_ - hand, they. fight, and what priſoners, they: take, the 8 
ſend to their King. He wears around his neck 300 noſe 
| de with which he ſays 390. prayers every. mor- and, 

"ob ere he breaks his ſaſt. And he likewiſe, Near Wer 
=» eth aboyt his heck a ruby. of two. feet. in length. out.« 
ap Hes a virtugus and peace ble man, for he moleſt- 
Sh get any in paffing 1 wt his country. Border. 

ing upon chis country there are many : . miraculous 

Wild beaſts, as alſo ſerpents with yellow and green - 

tek, an » upon four 2 a vaſt Height 
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Of the lde of Dodya, where Children cat aber Pa 
rents, and Parents the Children. ts 18115 


A F TER 'three days journey I came to the ble of 
Dodyn, where K's father eats the chlid, and 
the child 'he father, the wife the husband, and the 
husband the wife. And if a parent lies ek, the 
over, ſon goes and enquires of the oracle whether they are 
moſi for life or death. If for death, he retarns with the 
e, he · ¶ prieft. and immediately ſtops the breath of either fa- 
ch o-fl ther or mother; which done, the body is ſtraight 
2 5 cut into pieces, and the relations invited to come and 
== banquet upon the ſame, Having eat the fleſh, the 
TAN attended with inflruments of yl 
muſic 

N The king of this place bas many isles under his 
ö government. An one of theſe isles are men that eat 


netac fich and ſleſh raw, having but one eye, and-that in 
Is lkeſſ the midſt of their forcheads./' * 


In a ſegond isle are men whole eyes are in 
ſhoulders, and their nabe in breaſts, haying 
no heads. 3: L 

In a thitd le e men with! es ets ale 
noſes or ches, but c have, two : hoſes inſtead of, 

ad jflat,muuths; 07 2 2 Jig 12, 60. 7751) SET 
In the fourth idle are made mitpi plein faces, with-+ 
out.noſe, eus or. ches, Wende on their . 


n the fiſtn isle are men Win lin —_— 


Cover their faces while asleep. 


n the fix th ie are men * cc, being bug two 
4 a a 
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. 
1 the. ſeventh ile men with ears I 
below their ſhoulders. 9% bangin 
In the eigthth isle are men. that have feet, like 
horſes, and run as fwift, * 
In tne ninth ivle are men chat ru upon all fours; 
| their skins are -as rough as bears. 
In the tenth isle are men that go on their knees, 
with eight toes on each foot, - , 
In the eleventh isle are men . Fugen and toes 
a yard long. TS 
And in the twelfth isle are people that are both 
men and women, having the members of both to 
copulate with., And when they uſe the male-mem- 
La they get children, and when he _ * 
bear. e 7 


. 16 CHAP. 5 
0¹ the Kingdom of Mancia, where the carrie | 
WMWomen wear Cr8wns on their Heads. Of 


AFTER many days journey 1-cime to Marci 
a fair and pleaſant country, in which are ma- 
my ſtately cities and towns, among which the city 
' of Callay i is the moſt beautiful in the whole World; 
there being no leſs than ten thouſand bridges, and on 
every bridge a ſtately tower. Here married women 
| wear crowns on their Heads to be diſtinguiſhed, the 
The fowl are fix times as large as in England.— of 
| +: Hens, inſtead of:feathers, wear ' wool, like ſheep.— va 
Men have beards like cats, yet are IP and of dhe 


found and wo * 75-71 668 ng 
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"I Of a People called Promies, who marry when 
; Half a Year old. | 


ROM thence I paſſed along the river that leads 
women are but three ſpans long, and marry when 


to the land of the Pigmies, where the men and 
but half a year old: For as they're but ſaiall of ſta- 


ture, ſo their days are but ſhort ; for he is Jooked on 
to be old, who lives eight years. They are very 
ingenious at working filk and catton, which is their 
employ. — Large men that live among them till 
their land, becauſe they are not ftrong enough to | 
perform ſuch hard labeur, | | 
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5 Of the Province of Cathay; the Largeneſs of s | 
incia, Cities and Provinces. 5: e | 
Ma- e | HEN I travelled to the Province of Cathay; \ 
e city where are two cities, the Old and the New. - If 
orld ; The New has twelve gates; each a mile aſunder. + 


In theſe cities the palace of the Great Caan is, 
near a great hill, on which fands another palace; JIN 
the moſt beautiful in the whole world: In the ball 
of this palace are thirtcen pillars of fine gold, the iff 


i walls covered with red skins of beaſts, which with , | 
| the reflection of the ſun appears moſt glorious, fend=> 
8 ing a ſmell that keeps off all manner of Iafection.— 
ap lo the center of the palace is a loſty- Neat for the 
ne Ereat Caan, adorued wich rubies, pearl, and da- 
/ 5 | | 


L. 
* 


e) 
monds; and underneath are fountains Howing with 
liquor for their court ſupply. 7 

At the left hand of the throne are tive ſeats beau 
tified with fine gold and jaſper, where his three wives 
fit, in a degree below one another. On his right- 
hand fits his next heir, accompanied by many noble- 
men. 

In this hall is an artificial vine, which is extended 
by ſpreading branches through every part of the hall; 
on whoſe branches there appear clufters of grapes, 
hanging over all the heads of the royal aſſembly,-— 
Before'the table of the emperor ſit his nobility, toge- 
ther with muſ.crans to divert him in the time of baa- 
queting. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Ol the Great Caan, and his Grandeur. 


UT I was informed why the emperor of Ca- 
| thay was Called the Great Caan; Which was 
as follows: 

When the wr was deſtroyed by the flagd, all 
but Noah and his family, his ſons ſaw his nakedneſs ; 
Sheny mocked at it, but Japhet covered it. W here- 
tore when they. had each of them poſſeſſed the parts 
of the world appointed for them, "rh though the 
wealthieſt of them all, yet his pzople brought forth 

thoſe deformed ervatures of whey we treated in the 
foregone chapters. 
der his government are e Gratis, And it 
is not long ſince a poor man, natned Chanius, e 
ing on his bed, as viſited by an apparition in lie- 
neſs of 2 nobleman, ſaying unto him, Ariſe, for God 
hath ſem me is thee, to ſay r We 


"0 


602399 5 


'zhty emperor to deliver them from their enemies. 
he old man went and having delivered his wales” 
hey did not only laugh at hip, but called him an 
dundred fools | 
Soon aſter this apparition appeared to the ſeven 
Incages, and having given them a ſatisfastory 
ount that it was the will of God it ſhould be fo for 
tei deliverance, they took the old many and made 
tic emperor, and called him the (prone Caan, which 
ontinues to this day. 
Fo wy the loyalty of the . he ſum moned 
em together, and ordered them to ſmite off the 
ads of their eldeſt ſons with their own hands... 
[is they accordingly. did. So when he found their 
alty and obedience, he ſent them forth, and con- 
ucred all the countries around him, together with 
be land of Cathay, and then died, leaving his eldeſt 
on Chioco emperor, whoſe ORE may 2000 100 
reteſt emperor in on world. | 
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CH A P. XV. 
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VE mighty K whoſe vicky is of fine Gold, 
SOMATIC. 5 


HE 9 is great, and may expert forty 

millions peat t his money is made of lea- 
ber, for he ball by palace with, + ak — In his. 

='eice:chamber there” is erected à pillar of gold, K. 

ch & a ruby 570 Ne gy N a Tock * hi 
Wes <dfitiawal lige in the dark. In the ſummer he 
1 1 the 92 5 Arg in the Np towards the, 
bath, for he bas * paldcee. 


a- 


5 
wen lineages, and tell them, that thou ſhalt be bit > 


* 


: 


97 . ) 
bis Caan is a mighty Lord, far ſurpaſſing af 
Preſter John, or the emperor, of Perſia, — Hi ſub- 
| jects have as many wives as they pleaſe: Some have 
forty, fifty, an hundred, or more; and they marry 
their relations, except mothets, ſiſtets, and daugh- 
ters. Men and women go all in one ſort, of : ar- 
nt. | 


dec een atk de ae 


C HAP. XVI. 
Of the Manner of the Emperor's Funeral, 


HE N the emperor dies he/is put in a cart, MW 0; 

and placed in the midſt of a tent, and they 
ſet before him a tabie/furniſhed with meat and mare's 4 
milk, and cloſe by it. a horſe ſaddled and bridled, i | 
loaded with ſilver and gold. And having dug a dew 
pit, they lay him in it, with all the ſtuff about him, “ 
and alſo the horſe, mare, and colt, that they may i © 


not want ho in. another world. And one of his * 
chamber rp'd alive with him, that be may * 
do him ſervite Fe future fate. 10 
1100 
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Sinn 
Of the Land of Gowgy, and how a 4 Part of i 
is covered with Darkneſs. | 


Tux: I travelled many Kkingdomy, an . arciv- 
ed ac the land of Gorgy, where dwell many 
Chriſtians, and here is one thing remarkable: A 
great part of the country is hid with perpual dark- 
ry fo that no one dare to trayel chere. Neyxer 
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thcleſs they have often heard the crowing 


ins of arms, but none know what fort of people 
th-y are; but it is ſaid, a blobody- minded emperor 
who purſued the Chriſtians to put them to death Was 
oppoſes by the hand of Heaven, and the land cover- 
ed with darkneſs, fo that he could purſue them no 


{rther 3 but remains with his hoſt in continual diſ- 


mal darkneſs. | NY 
eee ee ee Late 
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Of the Land of Bactrine, where are Creatures Hal 


2 Man and half a Horſe. Wh 

] travelled to the land of Bactrine, whete 

are many marvels : Trees bearing wool, with 
„nich they make cloth. Likewiſe creatures that 
are half men and half horſes, living ſometimes in the 
water, and ſometimes on the land, and they devour 
men when they meet with them "There I have 
cen griffins, the fore part like an eagle, and the 
Ander part like a lion. — There is likewiſe another 


kind of griffins, much larger and ſtronger than the 
!) MET, 4 e 
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of cocks, 
the cries of men, the trampling of horſes; and claſh-- 
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Ot the * of Pr FSTER Jonx, — 55 5 . are 
.horned ; and Jrœes bear 1 ron A pples. 


HENCE I went to the country of Preſs 
John, wno is a mighty lord, and wedde the 
only daughter of the Great Caan. Such plenty d 

"rich ſtones and diamonds there © is*in"that-countr) 
that they make them into cups and diſhes. —In th 
land is a gravelly fea, which ebbs and flows like 11; 
'eccan, yet not one drop of water is to be {een! the 
in, nevertheleſs men catch fiſhes there. LIkc WII 
from Paradiſe there comes, thiee days in the uc 
abundance of ſand, the force af Which is ſo. {trons 
that it bears before it huge and mighty ſtones. 
ny rubies are allo found in that flood. Beyond dds 
Tiver are trees that grow from fun-riling t to mid- dai, 
bearing apples harder than iron, which fall unto the 
.zarth at noon ſucceſsfully. each day. There ale 
.bkewiſe wild men, who are yery hairy, with, Horns 
en their heads ;. they rens not, but far like 
wine. 
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* n e H. AR. NXT ig G 260 
Of the Land of Pitag. Of the Inchanted Valley. 
Of Preſter Johm's goldig to Battle. His" lately 
Attendance, Grandeur, Sc. ae pra, "be MY 
'FTERWARiDs I went to the land of Pitan, 
v here the men are but ſmall, but not ſo ſmall 
s Pigmies. They live on the ſmell of apples. do 
there is likewiſe another iſland? in which the men 
are overgrown with ſeathert, like the fowls of the 
air. From thence I travelled to the river of Plſon, 
where'is an enchanted valley betwren two hills, that 
four miles in length. Here are many tempeſts 
1d #orms, fad ſhrieks and cries, ſo they call it the 
ey of devils. Here is day and night che ſouhd of 
aſtruments of muſic, as if feaſting in much triumph. 
| this valley is ſtore of gald-epd-ſilvers, for Jucre-of 
hich many have "gone thither who never came 
back ann ß. „„ 
Beyond this valley is an land of giants, thirty or 
orty deet high: Alſo ſheep bigger than ox en. 
'Fhen I came to an island off fair; and pleaſant peo- 
de, Where the, cuſtom. was to hire men to get the 
aide nhead of 'the_ bride when,ſhe was married. E 
::ked, what, was the reaſon of ſo doing, and, was an- 
'veered that forhe- of thoſe, woman had ſerpents ſor- 
merly withsn their bodies, which ſtung their huſ- , 
bands by the yard, ſo that they died. 
The Emperor Preſter John when he goes to hat- 
tie, inſtead of banners, he hath three 1 
tine bofore him, ſet with precious diamonds and 
rubies, each. croſs guarded. by à thouſand fighting 


men. Theie is likewiſe a veel borns before Big, 
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Of a Wilderneſ: 
A V ernte 


© preven;<d bv lions, dragons,” ſerpents, fc. 
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ſull of gold and rich jewels, in token of his preſent 
grandeur, and another filled with earth, to ſhew 
that all princely pomp ffa}l come to-nought.'—— He 
dwelleth for the moſt part in the city of Suſe, where 


his royal throne and princely palace is made of fine 


gold, adorned with carbuncles, and rich rubies, bor- 


_ dered with ivory, "The windows are of cryſtal, the 
tables jaſper, and cornelian fram'd with gold richly 
wirought. lo his chamber he bas ſweet perſumes, 
flaming in veſlels of gold. His bed fo ſtately and 
rich, that I nevet beheld the like in all my travels, 
and in his court he has more than a thouſand men 


de ſides comers' and goes. Likewiſe he hath fever 


Kings, and ſeventy two dukes, which daily wait on 
dim, to which are added, three hundred ears, and 
thirty-twWo biſhops, ſo! that he is moſt rich. y ſerved, 
and very gloriously attended. 8 


err 1272585 


8 * , * % a 
"| — 


Dee 


woe Wine Cos rn 
where grow Speaking» Trees. 
{Place is a "large wilderneſs, in 
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2 "which, as I was told, grow king trees, 
3 3 gro *. 8 


called the trees of the ſun and moon. And whoeve! 
"eats of the fruit thereof, they ſay, lives four or five 


hundred years, Others aftitm, they nevet die. 
* Theſe trees told Alexander of his death.” We wou!l 


willingly have gone to. have ſeen them, but we! 

The realoh of this emperor's being called Prefit 
| John Was as follows : © happened, in his 41 
to ge into a Chriſtian church in Egypt, on the data 
day after Whitſunday, hen the biſfiop gave order 
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6 (588. 13 
and. he asked who were 05 7 ſtood before the 
biſnop. "The anſwer was, They are prieſts.” Then, 
ſaid he, I will be no longer called emperor, but ag* 
cording to the name of the firſt that comes forth, 
whoſe: name was John. Therefore the emperors of 
(at country ever ſince have been called Preſter John. 


7 
CHAP. XXII. 


Of an island where aro Küss as large as Hounds. 


ARTHER towards the Eaſt from this place, 

is an iſland wherein is 2 mountain of gold duit 
«cpt by piſmires, whoſe induſtrious labour is to part 
ihe fine from the courſe. ' Theſe piſmires are larger 
than Engliſh hounds, fo that it is diſhcu}t for any 
wan to gain the treaſure, for fear of thoſe ee 
d would ſting them to death. 

Near this place, towards Parradiſe Terelie i. 

a dark wilderneſs, full of mountains and — 4 
rocks, no manner of light appearing to diftinguith 
the day from the night, beyond which dark wilder- 
neſs is the paradiſe Where Adam and Eve were ſome 
Hort time, and the ground is the higheſt in the 
world. T he great flood was not ſo high as this 
mountain. In the midſt of which is a well, that 
icnds forth four ſtreams, the firſt is called Pilan, and 
runneth through India; the ſecond is called Nilus, 
and runneth through Ethiopia; the third is named 
Tygris, and runneth through Aflyria; the fourth is 
named Euphrates, and runneth into Amemp. No 
man can come to that paradiſe by land ſor huge 
rocks and mountains; nor by ſea, by reaſon of the 


reſtleſs waves and dangerous waters. Some N at- 


tempted it, have been {truck _ ethers bling. . 
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CH AP. XXII. | 
Ot the Faith bf Prefter John. 


1 HIS noble empetor'Prefter: John, is baptized, 
and _the major part of his people, but they do 
not hold all the articks ef the Chriſtian faith. Ne. 
vertheleſs, they believe in the three Per ſons of the 
Trinity, and are extraordinary devout in what they 
do protefs. And-they've great plenty of cattle. Sc. 
venty -two , provinces and, countries are under his 
care, and every country hath à king, with petty 
kings under each. In this country ate many mira 
culous wWoncers, one of which is à gravelly ſea, eb- 
bing and flowing of gravel and ſand, moving like 
Waves, hut not one drop of water to be ſeen; it {: 
never at reſt, and what is more remarkable, no man 
can. paſs deyond it. There are excellent fiſh oſten 
taken in this ſaid ſand, as if it were the watry ocean. 
Tbe fiſh ace different from all that have been taken 
in OTHER rivers, yet they re choice ape. pleaſant to 
vis palate. ' | 

Some ſew miles from this place runs a ner de- 
-ſeending from - Paradiſe, full of rich ſtones and pre- 
cious diamonds: Nevertheleis, there is no water in 


this river. Its vaſt wayes roll down into the aſore- 


aid ſea of gtavel, with that ſorce and violence, that 
it carries down ſtones of rocks, and makes ſuch a 


. Toaring noiſe as to be heard for ſome miles round. 
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HAP. XXIII. 

Of the Island of Taprobane. 
H ES iſand lies towards the Eafl. ſide of Prefter 
John's country, being very pleaſant and ſpaci- 
ous; abounding with unſpeakable plenty, with" all 
manner of rich fruits and ſpices. '' Fhe king of this 
country pays obedience to Preſter John. This king 
is always made by election. oh endo 


To our wonderful admiratson there are two mm 
mers and two winters; every year they have two 


narveſts, and as for their herbs aud flowers they 41 


ways fourilh. 
The people are of a kind and kei e, 
being, for the moſt yy of- them, Chriſtian Profeſ- 


rs. 


ar preſter Iohtrs country and this island is 


a ſmall river that men wade over from country to 


oi in, without the danger of 8 8 drowned. 
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Ot Prefier Jilin Island being under Englund; and 
of Sir Maudeville's s bappy_ Return. 


HES E slands and kingdom? of Prefter Fohn 
Are, directly under the earth, from England. 
"we are ſoot to foot, as L can; affure the reader fron 
"the experience” of. my.” long travels, of which! 


hc h grow. weary: And being deſirous once'tnorc 


the land of my natiyiey, I fer fail for England, 
* [ fafely artived to the comfortable race 
of my ſriends, a:.4 by the help, of my journals con. 
piled this book, which gives an account of what 
have ſeen in my travels, ſome of Which, for then 
ſtrangenek, | may ſeem: weredible, but thoſe that WII 
not believe che truth of theſe things, let them bu: 
read the bo K of Mappa Mundi, and Ka halts B00 
9 Par * there. confit med. = 
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